Nashville Number System: Complete Guide

Understanding The Numbers: Major Scale Reference

1 2- 4 6- 7°

Root/Tonic Second Fourth
(Major) (Minor) (Major)

Sixth Seventh
(Minor) (Diminished)

Same Numbers in Different Keys

Key of C: 1=C 2-=Dm 3-=Em 4=F 5=G 6-=Am 7°=B°

Key of G: 1=G 2-=Am 3-=Bm 4=C 5=D 6-=Em 7°=F#°

Common Song Patterns

Pop/Rock Country Blues/Gospel
Verse: 1-5-6--4 Verse: 1-4-1-5 Basic: 1-4-1-5-4-1
Chorus: 4-1-5-6- Chorus: 1-4-5-1 Gospel: 1-4-6--5
Bridge: 6--4-1-5 Bridge: 4-5-6--5 Turnaround: 1-6--2-5

Emotional Effects & Tips

Common Effects: Section Starters: Pro Tips:
* 1 — 4 = Openingl/Lifting * Verses often start on 1  End phrases on 1 for stability
*5 — 1 = Resolution/Home  Chorus often starts on 4 » Use 4-5-1 for strong endings

* 1 — 6- = Emotional Turn * Bridge often starts on 6- * 6- adds emotional depth



